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FULL RE – OPENING OF SCHOOL 8TH MARCH 2021 
23.2.21 

Dear Parents/ Carers,  

 

It is with much excitement that I’m writing to you to inform you of the re – opening of MRPA to all our 

pupils from the 8th March 2021. 

Closing the school for any reason is a hard thing to do for so many reasons, and I fully understand the 

complications this will have meant for many of you at home. 

 

Below is some extra information about the measures currently in place in school, and some changes which 

will happen when all the children return. I know this is a long communication, but please please take the 

time to read it carefully and consider the ways in which you and your children can help to ensure the 

continuing safety of the children and adults in school. 

 

Attendance at School 

Once again, from the 8th March 2021 school attendance will become compulsory. Children must attend 

school every day and on time. Those families who have children with low attendance (92% or below) will 

be contacted during the first week to ensure the children are in school. Families with attendance plans will 

again be responsible for following them and ensuring that their children’s attendance rises above the PA 

threshold of 90%. 

If your child is unable to attend for any reason, contact must be made with the school on the first day of 

absence via phone call or e – mail to office@mrpa.org.uk 

 

The Curriculum 

The staff have done an amazing job over the last 8 weeks of ensuring the curriculum in school is followed, 

so all the children who have been in school and joining in from home will be ready to complete the units of 

work started this term. I cannot thank parents and family members at home enough for all their hard work 

an dedication  to the children over the last few weeks… I know for some it has been enjoyable and a great 

experience, and for others it has been a long hard slog!  The curriculum will not be narrowed once the 

children are back, and the children will continue to take part in all their lessons as they did in the first term. 

Our focus the final 3 weeks of this term will be to assess the children in reading, writing and mathematics. 

We can then plan for intervention where needed and begin the process of planning for term 3. Our aim is 

to make the curriculum as thorough and as fun as possible so that the children leave their current classes 

in July feeling ready for their next steps. This is especially important for those children in Y6, Y2 and EY who 

are moving to their next key stage. 

Children who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (These children will have been sent a letter by their GP or 

NHS service) will continue to learn on line.  

For the moment, educational visits are still not permitted. Y6 and Y5 due to go to Robinwood should still 

continue to pay, as we are keeping positive and hoping that by June/ September we will be able to go!! 
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Formal Assessments 

The KS1 and 2 formal SAT assessments have once again been cancelled this year, and teachers will be 

responsible for considering the children’s work and achievements. To aid this, the children across the 

whole school will be taking part in some assessments on the run up to the Easter holidays. This will help to 

inform their decisions. It will also help us to plan next steps for the children. 

 

COVID PREVENTION AND PLANNING 

 

It will not have escaped your notice that the concerns around the spread of COVID remain a serious 

matter. The new variant which originated in Kent spreads much more readily, and the transmission rates 

are much higher than the previous variant. With this in mind, the risk assessments and maintaining 

provision plan will be updated and communicated to everyone via mail and the website. 

 

Here are some of the plans in place: 

 

 Face masks will be worn on the playground by ALL adults. Please wear one when you drop the 

children at school and pick them up. Staff already wear a face covering during these times. 

 Face coverings will be worn by staff when in corridors and communal spaces around school. This is 

in addition to several other measures we currently have in place for the staff in school. 

 Children and staff will continue to wash hands at regular intervals throughout the day. 

 Children will be reminded of personal hygiene and personal space on the first day back to school. 

 Dinnertime and playtime routines will be adjusted again so that children remain in their own 

bubbles and do not mix with other year groups. 

 Lockers will not be used for coats until after Easter – this is to avoid children congregating in 

corridors. 

 All equipment and classrooms are cleaned daily using spray. Contact points are cleaned daily 

around the school. 

 Equipment used regularly is given to individual children so they do not have to share.  

 Where possible doors and windows will be kept open to allow good ventilation. 

 

For full details of the measures the school has in place, please refer to the re – opening plan on the school 

website. 

 

Lateral Flow Testing 

Lateral flow tests have been in place in school for a few weeks now. Staff test at home twice a week and 

report their tests to school and the government. This is one of the ways in which we hope to catch people 

who have the virus but are asymptomatic. 

 

Test and Trace 

Until further notice the reporting of positive cases remains the same, and the procedures in school will not 

change. If a child or household member tests positive all the household must isolate for a period of 10 days 

and school must be informed. If a child tests positive and the child has been in school over the previous 48 

hours, the whole bubble will close. At Manchester Road this is the whole year group. The children will 

isolate for 10 days and remote learning will begin. Remote learning will start from the day the children are 

asked to stay at home. 

Remember – if you, your children or any close contact has symptoms of corona Virus or has a positive 

test, DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL. If they have symptoms, get a test and children can 

return if it is negative. 



Timings and Arrangements for the beginning and end of the school day 

 
REMEMBER ALL ADULTS DROPPING CHILDREN OFF AND PICKING THEM UP MUST WEAR A MASK UNLESS THEY ARE EXPEMT. 

DO NOT BE OFFENDED IF YOU ARE ASKED – STAFF ARE JUST DOING THEIR BEST TO PROTECT THE COMMUNITY. 

 

The arrangements we currently have in place for dropping off and picking up do work as effectively as they 

can. 

In the morning, the gates will open at 8.45am and close at 8.55am. 

 

All parents MUST follow the one way system – in through the main gate and Water Lane gate, out via the 

pre – fab gate and the EY gate. If any parents argue or make negative comments about this to staff they 

will be asked to leave. Any persistent negative behaviour could lead to parents being asked to not come on 

school grounds at all. This is not up for discussion – we are doing this for everyone’s safety… not to be 

awkward or to cause arguments. 

 

At the end of the school day, KS2 siblings will be brought around to meet KS1 and EY siblings at 3.15pm on 

the KS1 playground. This is the same as before but slightly later. 

 

KS2 children will finish at 3.15pm and the Water Lane gate will open slightly later at 3.20pm. There is no 

perfect way to release 400 children at the end of the day – but this system works well if the adults do their 

best to help: 

 When queuing, keep your distance from each other and don’t gather to chat close to the school 

gates – this can block others.  

 Once you have picked up your children, leave as soon as possible so there are less people in a small 

space. 

 If you need to talk to the teachers or any staff, ring school and make an appointment rather than 

using the end of the day to try and have a conversation. 

 

If you feel anxious about lots of people being around and feel the queue is long in the morning and after 

school, try coming a bit later. The gates are open for 15 minutes in the morning and the same after 

school… There is always a rush to be first or on time, but staff are around - and after the first 5 minutes of 

opening the rush tends to have completely gone!  

 

Finally, I would once again like to thank you all. Over the past 6 months the school has been safe and 

happy. We have managed to have very little disruption to classes in school, and very few positive cases of 

staff and children. This is down to everyone playing their part and following the rules. 

I cannot express how much more important this is now going to be.  

The amazing announcements by the government last night indicate the beginning of the end to what has 

been a very challenging time for the whole country, and the world. We all now need to dig our heels in, 

follow the rules and keep these virus rates low until such a time that we are all safe. Tameside continues to 

have rates well above the national average, which means the virus is still very much around us – so let’s do 

our best and play our part. 

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support, and we really really look forward to seeing you all and especially 

your children in 13 days time . We’ve have missed you! 

 

Joanne Taylor, Joanne Principal MRPA 

 


